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West 75 St. Louis Soccer to Join Forces with  
AFA Fillies Soccer Club for Girls 

 
 

Decision Demonstrates Further Commitment to Developing  
Technically Sound, Tactically Beautiful Youth Footballers 

 
 
 

St. Louis, MO – 12 October 2017 – West 75 St. Louis Soccer announced today plans for its girls’ 
teams to become part of the AFA Fillies Soccer Club for Girls at the conclusion of the SLYSA Fall 2017 
season.  NOTE:  The West 75 Boys squads will remain West 75 St. Louis teams. 
  
Justus “Juice” Bacott, Director of Coaching for West 75 St. Louis, explained “nothing really changes 
from a team dynamic.  Our rosters will remain largely unchanged. Our girls will continue to train and 
compete together as they’ve done in the past.  I’ll continue on as head coach of our 2004s.  We’ll just be 
training at better facilities, on turf at times, and on better grass fields under the lights.  I hope the girls 
and our West 75 families are as excited about this as I am!” 
 
The AFA Fillies Soccer Club, headed by Steve Pietrowski, is one of the most successful independent 
franchises in the area – having won a Missouri State Cup recently along with numerous other 
tournaments and SLYSA league titles.  Steve says his goal -- ideally and over time -- is to have three 
teams at the younger age groups (those not yet playing 11v11) and no more than two teams at U13 and 
up.  “We’re not looking to go ten teams deep at every age group like some other organizations,” Steve 
said.  “We want to develop the girls so they can compete at the high school and college level.  Hopefully 
a few will go beyond college, but our focus is on helping our girls be the best soccer players they can 
be.”        
 
Jason Wyland is the Technical Training Director for the AFA Fillies.  He is also the current Head Coach 
for the St. Charles Community College Women’s Soccer Team.   Jason suggested “just being around 
others that are competing at a high level, makes you a better player.  I’m excited to have the opportunity 
to work with the West 75 girls from time to time.  The West 75 teams are welcome additions to our club.” 
 
Aside from the training facilities upgrade, combining with the AFA Fillies solves several personnel 
challenges and issues into the future. For example, in the Spring of 2019, the West 75 Angels will lose 
five 9th grade players to high school.  But the team will be able to compete in SLYSA thanks to the 
potential temporary addition of several 8th grade girls from the AFA Fillies. 
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In addition, the West 75 Wildcats will have a larger pool of players to draw from as they graduate from 
9v9 to 11v11 at the U13 age group in the Fall of 2019. 
   
Coach Matt “Hollywooood” Linhardt of the West 75 Wildcats commented “this just makes sense on so 
many levels.  Even the youngest of the younger siblings will now have a better, more cost effective place 
to play.  They don’t have to go in search of another club.  I love that the AFA Fillies field teams from U19 
all the way down to U6.  And we’ll have an opportunity to cross-market our West 75 boys’ sides to those 
AFA Fillies girls that have brothers.  As the coach of the boys West 75 Attack, that’s a winner!”  
 
All of the West 75 St. Louis teams will complete their current SLYSA seasons.  The official changeover 
is scheduled to take place with winter training beginning in December 2017.   
 
 
 
IMPORTANT:  There will be no additional cost or financial outlay to West 75 players or their families as 
a result of this announcement through completion of the Spring 2018 SLYSA season. 
 
 
 
 
About West 75 St. Louis  
West 75 was founded in West St. Louis County in 1975 and is dedicated to player development.  At its 
height during the 1980s, West 75 St. Louis was comprised of about 100 talented soccer players. Players 
ranged in age from 10 to 18 years old, and competed by age group in the St. Louis Youth Soccer 
Association ("SLYSA").  West 75 is a charter member of SLYSA where our teams compete today.  For 
additional information about West 75 St. Louis, please visit www.west75soccer.com.  
 
 
About AFA Fillies Soccer Club for Girls  
The AFA Fillies Soccer Club for Girls was borne in 2011 from the merger of the American Futbol Association 
(“AFA”) and the Fillies Sports Club.  More than thirty former AFA Fillies have gone on to receive college 
scholarships to continue their soccer development and education.  The club is the only “Girls Only” soccer 
club in the St. Louis metro area.  To learn more about the “technically sound, tactically beautiful” AFA Fillies 
Soccer Club for Girls, please visit www.afafillies.com.  
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